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MOWA AND EC PARTNERS SIGN HISTORIC
MOU ON FAMILY VIOLENCE PROGRAMME

Kabul, April 4, 2006 - the Ministry of Women Affairs (MoWA) of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, the European Commission (EC) and its programme implementers, today signed a
historic Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) aimed at forging a strategic and creative

partnership to tackle the challenging issue of ‘Family Violence’ in Afghanistan.

This collaborative effort, which is known as the Family Violence Programme’ and is recognised
and supported by MoWA, will bring together researchers, health care and media professionals,
human rights advocates and practitioners, as well as policy institutions which wish to better

understand family violence trends throughout the country.

Key programme aims include helping and supporting victims in terms of medical, legal and
psycho-social support, advocating legal and institutional reform, increasing awareness and

promoting the understanding of family violence in Afghanistan.

Referring to the initiative, the EC Head of Delegation to Afghanistan, Karl Harbo, said:

“This is an important first step forward in addressing the worrying issue of family violence in this
country. The EC welcomes the support provided to this programme by the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs, and is impressed that so many different agencies have focussed their energy on tackling

family violence in Afghanistan”.

The EC partner agencies working on the programme are; Development and Humanitarian
Services for Afghanistan (DHSA)/The Killid Group (TKG), International Planned Parenthood
Federation (IPPF), Cooperation Centre for Afghanistan (CCA), Medica Mondiale .V (MM) and



Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU). The Afghan Family Guidance Association
(AFGA) is also fully committed to this project.

The Family Violence Programme is funded under the European Commission’s Sixth
Reconstruction  Programme for Afghanistan  (Project AFG/AIDCO/2004/6246 and
AFG/AIDCO/2004/16775).

Fore more information, please, contact:

Nafisa Kohistani, Head of MOWA international Office, 0799 282 074
Email: mowainternationalunit@yahoo.com

Harold Ryan, European Commission's Press Officer, 0799 322 539
Email: harold.ryan@cec.eu.int
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